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BI-CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OP THE INTRODUC- 
TION OF PRINTING INTO THE MIDDLE COLONIES. 

The Historical Society of Pennsylvania, in the spring of 
1885, having decided to celebrate the two hundredth anni- 
versary of the introduction of printing into the Middle 
Colonies of North America, which would occur in the fol- 
lowing December, a committee, composed of Brinton Coxe, 
Esq., President of the Society; Hon. 'James T.Mitchell and 
Samuel W. Pennypacker, Esq., of the Council; and Fred- 
erick D. Stone, Librarian, was appointed to make appropri- 
ate arrangements for the commemoration of so important an 
event. 

In the selection of the date for the celebration, the com- 
mittee was guided by the one (December 3) which is ap- 
pended to the introductory notice of the printer, William 
Bradford, to the Kalendarium Pennsilvaniense, an almanac for 
the year 1686, which is the first-known piece of printing 
executed in the Middle Colonies, and which had been 
printed towards the close of the preceding year. By the 
Gregorian, or new style of computing time, this date fell on 
December 13th, but that day being Sunday, it was decided 
that a commemorative address should be delivered before 
the members of the Society on the evening of December 
11th, to be followed, on the evening of the 12th, by a banquet, 
to which the representatives of the printing interests of the 
country should be invited. 

In November the following circular was issued, which 
was largely copied and favorably commented upon by the 
press of the country : 

" During the month of December a celebration will be 
held under the auspices of the Historical Society of Penn- 
sylvania to commemorate the two hundredth anniversary of 
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the introduction of the art of printing into the Middle Col- 
onies of North America. On the evening of December 
11th, the Rev. George Dana Boardman, D.D., will deliver 
an address in the hall of the Historical Society, and the fol- 
lowing evening a dinner will be given in the same place, to 
which will be invited from other cities representatives of 
all branches of the craft. The printers, publishers, type- 
founders, booksellers, and paper-makers of this city will be 
asked to take part in this celebration, and to assist in making 
it worthy, in every way, of the event to be commemorated. 
This event is one well deserving of special remembrance, 
for few of the useful arts present in the history of their de- 
velopment on this side of the Atlantic a more honorable 
record, advancing, as it has done, the industrial, political, 
and educational interests of the country. Those connected 
with it, and those enjoying the benefits it has created, may 
well join with the Historical Society in celebrating with 
appropriate ceremonies in Philadelphia the beginnings of a 
calling so worthy. In this city much that relates to the ad- 
vancement of the ' Art preservative of all arts' has had its 
origin. It was here that, in 1685, William Bradford set up 
his press, the first in the Middle Colonies of North America. 
In December of that year, or in the month following, he 
gave to the public his first venture, an almanac for the year 
1686, entitled Kalendarium PennsUvaniense. He followed his 
trade in Philadelphia until 1693, when, upon invitation of 
Governor Fletcher, he carried his press to New York. 
Before going there, however, he, with "William Rittenhouse 
and others, built near the Schuylkill the first paper-mill in 
America. In Philadelphia his son, Andrew Bradford, sub- 
sequently established the first newspaper in the Middle Col- 
onies. Here the first magazines in America were printed 
by Andrew Bradford and Benjamin Franklin, in 1741. 
Here, in 1743, the first Bible issued in any European lan- 
guage on the continent was printed by Christopher Sower, 
who, it has been claimed, was the first type-founder in 
America. The first American edition of the Bible in Eng- 
lish was printed in this city by Robert Aitken in 1782, and 
in 1784 the first daily newspaper in the United States was 
issued by John Dunlap, The Pennsylvania Packet, still con- 
tinued in the North American. The very principles on which 
the liberties of the press now rest were laid down by Andrew 
Hamilton, a Philadelphia lawyer, in 1735, in defending John 
Peter Zenger, of New York, for libel." 



80 Two Hundredth Anniversary of Printing. 

On Friday evening, December 11th, a large audience as- 
sembled in the hall of the Society, when, after some remarks 
pertinent to the occasion, President Coxe introduced the 
Rev. George Dana Boardman, D.D., who delivered the com- 
memorative address, which our readers will find printed in 
the present number of the Magazine. The banquet was 
served on Saturday evening, December 12th, in the same 
place. Covers were laid for over two hundred guests, not 
only distinguished among our own citizens, but writers, 
orators, statesmen, and men of letters from different cities 
of the Union. 

The Committee of Arrangements had called to its aid the 
following gentlemen representing the printing and publish- 
ing interests of Philadelphia: Thomas Mackellar, J. B. 
Lippincott, William M. Singerly, Francis W. McDowell, 
Roger Sherman, Henry T. Coates, William C. Hamilton, 
Charles G. Sower, Alexander K. McClure, Charles Emory 
Smith, and J. L. Shoemaker, and in their names invitations 
were extended to representatives of the art of printing in 
its various branches in other cities. The Committee were 
also indebted to Mr. George W. Childs and Mr. A. G. 
Elliot for assisting in entertaining such guests. Acceptances 
were received from H. 0. Houghton, of the Riverside Press, 
Boston ; Roswell Smith and William Lewis Fraser, of the 
Century Company, New York; Allen Thorndyke Rice, of the 
North American Review ; Horace White, of the Evening Post ; 
and J. M. Bundy, of the Mail and Express, New York ; Felix 
Agnes, of the Baltimore American; Melville E. Stone, of 
the Chicago Daily News ; and Henry Watterson ; also from 
General Winfield Scott Hancock, A. C. McClurg, of 
Chicago, and J. Meredith Read, of New York ; Hon. Jona- 
than Chace, of Rhode Island ; Hon. Alexander Ramsey, of 
Minnesota; Dr. Francis Wharton, of the State Department, 
Washington, D. C. ; Lewis H. Steiner, of the Enoch Pratt 
Free Library, Baltimore ; E. L. Godkin, Theodore L. De 
Vinne, of New York ; General William S. Stryker, Trenton, 
N. J. ; Hon. John P. Wickersham, Colonel Frank M. Etting, 
and others. 
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Letters of regret were also received from the President, 
Governor Robert E. Pattison, Lieut-Governor Chauncey 
F. Black, Hon. T. F. Bayard, Hon. James G. Blaine, 
Hon. James Russell Lowell, Hon. Joseph R. Hawley, 
Hon. Carl Schurz, John G. Whittier, Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, George "William Curtis, Samuel M. Clemens, 
Edmund Clarence Stedman, Whitelaw Reid, of the Tri- 
bune; Joseph Pulitzer, of the World; George Jones, of 
the Times; Oswald Ottendorfer, of the Stoats Zeitung ; 
Bryant Godwin, of the Commercial Advertiser ; David M. 
Stone, of the Journal of Commerce, New York ; A. S. Abell, 
of the Sun, Baltimore ; Murat Halsted, of the Commercial 
Gazette ; the Commercial Gazette, Pittsburgh, Pa. ; Presi- 
dent Eliot, of Harvard University ; Theodore F. Dwight, 
Washington, D. C. ; Hon. Noah Davis, New York ; W. F. 
Poole, Public Library, Chicago ; A. R. Spofford, Library of 
Congress ; Justin Winsor, Cambridge ; S. Austin Allibone 
and George H. Moore, Lenox Library ; D. C. Gilman, of 
Johns Hopkins; R. Hoe & Co., G. P. Putnam's Sons, W. 
W. Appleton, New York. 

On the covers of the menu were printed the first pages of 
the Kalendarium Pennsilvaniense, which are reproduced for 
the benefit of our readers on pages 83-85. 

Colonel Clayton McMichael, of the North American, pre- 
sided, and before announcing the toasts called upon Mr. 
Francis H. Williams, who, in the name of Dr. Daniel Neall, 
presented to the Society a gold medal which had been 
awarded to his father, Daniel Neall, in 1823, by the Phila- 
delphia Society for the Promotion of Agriculture, for the 
invention of a vertical printing-press. 

Colonel McMichael then proposed the health of General 
Winfield Scott Hancock, a guest of the evening, who was 
seated at his right. As the general arose, he was greeted 
with prolonged cheers. He said : "I must caution you 
against listening to the plaudits of your Chairman. He was 
a staff-officer, and was accustomed to speak as he was spoken 
to. He told me, when I said I would come here, that there 
Vol. x.— 6 
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would be no speaking. I wish to meet you all again, if not 
on a more favorable occasion, at least when you are as happy 
as you are now." 

The toasts of the evening were then given and responded 
to in the following order : 

The Memory of "William Bradford : 

Hon. M. Russell Thayer. 

The Liberty of the Press : 

Franklin B. Gowen, Esq. 

The Memory of Franklin : 

Gen. John Meredith Read. 
The North American Review: 

Mr. Allen Thorndyke Rice. • 

Printers in Politics : 

Col. Alex. K McClure. 
New England Journalism : 

Mr. Roswell Smith. 
The Journalism of the Southwest : 

Hon. Henry "Watterson. 
(Responded to in his absence by Hon. "Wayne McVeagh.) 
The Press of the Present Time : 

Mr. Charles Emory Smith. 
The Pennsylvania Dutchman: 

Samuel "W. Pennypacker, Esq. 

Remarks were also made by H. O. Houghton, of Boston, 
and General A. C. McClurg, of Chicago. 

Could the Bradfords, father and son, have looked down 
upon the company assembled in the spacious library of the 
Historical Society, representing every learned profession and 
every important department of civil life, and inspired with 
the common purpose to do honor to the men who were 
the pioneers of American literature and journalism in the 
Middle Colonies, they must have been satisfied with the 
greatness of the results of those influences which they set 
in motion two centuries ago. 



Kdhndariim Pennfihamenfcn 
Americas Meflinger. 

BEING AN 

ALMANACK 

Fer the Year of. Grace, VS26. 

Wherein is contained both the Englifh & Ftareign 
Aqxraar, •toMotimsofthffPtanecsthrojjghrteSigns, vrl&i 
tfeeLnminarfes, Coirjtra&ions, Afje&s. £tIipG%' the riling, 
Jbothjrg and Citing of the .Moon, wiih-tli? t mi when fiie 
jafi«i;Tite5r,orfe withfihe-moft eminent" &Kd Stars : Saarifinsr 
amct fcrtfog antf £he fiua o£ High-Wafer atihe Cftvof JF& 
Tattchbia, &c. 

WtihChmnohgizs, andtnany ©fch^Not?.s r 3Mfi% 

arisl Tables, very fitting for^ery'ffiaH to J?nowMi;ofg a all 
which is accomodated to ,tfre- Xoflgitii.fc Cf the ItsSrao?. .of 
?^ef//w«&j tmiULsailcntfeof 4<5Dfgr* portli) ssatfia'JW'fts 
oFHonfesforthcfame. which may inSlffeKncly fiass^w 
Bnghni, Nimfmi Eajl& m/l^erff. Maurytzad, antmaft 
parts of PfrgMa. 

By SAMVE2, ATKINS. 
Student In the Mathamaticks andAfeologf. 
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Prineedand Sold bT VMmmJBmdfarL Ibid alio by 
thejtohotanii H* Murrey in Philadelphia ard- 
Philip. kschirrdf in Mrtv-Ytfffc, %&%■ 
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To the Reader. 

aotdsfffardthe cavfe&bj. I thin ventured %6 fuhVJb 1h(r 
Epm&th jt Altnartack.- vbicb ir 1ru)y thus ; I ha 
vvi^purnieiin.andtbrou^Jevtrai places. %ox only itithis 
J>m)nce, butiikfivep i* Maryland, and tp-mM^Mi. 
tb&£t$egenetattyc:n<ip'laininv, fbat they Jcarcely knew how 
tie Timepafedu not }bat thybatdlyjinttvtbe day. of J$l, or 
&rd*X>a#whe»it , iMt*<ftrivavt of 'a. Diary, Of Bap 
"Back, which ■vce:ia i in Almanack- ^ Anion the othetjiie, 
bavinginw.yiriveUmet with Ingenious fcrftms, tbatbavc 
lien~LWtsof tbeAfttbewatli^JAfts^fomtof'tobieblave 
jszsied an -Element to roufe/oroe Tradic: tl&eon- :_ I fay, 
Tsedtbgibis ,kpar/fl Complaint fromfucb abundance of Jnhi' 
bwtmi,, vtbitbmc here. Itvasjeally troubled, anLdiA din 
Sigi % <lteBt&a£'i6 tfxitfmlltyoMed&eikitlbd, to -oka* 
Jittsibifi mj dountrjjnen lAhbtb.it. ttbick they waited, 
dltlwghillievat ccvifkateijn. that Method, ■mbkbldii 
'jnmMtfaatlidhe. ^jmttiMcplba-ie reduced .-tkSua 
atdMocmsJlztes. '/Wording io. their m'ea/i'Mdtions, to 
thkytferlmx, rAschifftxbom'Wefl frcm- the City or 
loncfon i. Sot f& MbS TUMI .1 hate ftaka tbek by 
"&Mt X>t$H£s,yt(ifr the Zphem.etiks.bf 'that Ingenia&imti, 
^cJm'Anift, ^.^ohHGadb'ury; from ■wheno&ibe.TuiL. 
I,mknUlisdtfiiiti\ ThaJLunir^eds JbaHoteducedAa- 
thf hut tfafr thy Juppiii'bere teb'efwt. As in the 
^tot sitting ted fetikg* itxCi tlfedtthf Method ofjf&, 
-Vuieeiifc WirigfotitieityiithttAimuaEk, tbaiis, tit Meant 
t)\b% f/Mttillta Tftw. jiitd her Jetting ffovt-NevwTiMt 
dcMiwg-io^'trA.^kee-iiijhe.E^tifk; for nbal 
f$fi&kttafhe#) piLibe-titit fif bet. ifftngandi. fettingin, 
xbt &*v tjmrrvbenjiou.J&niiAiieS'i'i, - SebeC. Sauilbg, I 
hiu.<e'fon&4aBzrefpe8ed berlA&mic and tucorhnily iiavt 
filmed JrFMcJTabk to that Iwerienu that I have made 
ofMntt. jis.lp&eMeoKspajPngbj tktjt&cLSiia, Z§c 
I have geisnBhxii tl at tbatum vibenikyniaTibebeft. 
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difcswd. XeJUba the Table of Haifa, Table of K&gs, 
%)C I ial thoughts to have jneerai & J/gura of 
ibzMiozs Edips, A fimUDntnglv of tin form of this 
Clty t and culahktofnA thz hojcrcf iheJkypy ih shadow 
of a. Stuff % brnfeibmiing nctTcolstd csemttkm •tii'thst 
fmt thu:IieoiaSl}ittie them, -nsr uwc'aielsalxtejbeo&cT, 

TihmfiJ^^i^rwn^rm'MM^UajiS^tfmmeni. 
izHctifisM ms mil ^ %$$$ *° i&7rmritiee x m Uk&ifs 
to Hs& -mghbmiring X-rwuicss an faikfiifes. M^cynem 
tim^ emgttbk-myMite. kv^iaySrfiffim, /ad' you 
null mowagsm, amrifog'io rirfjbilify, tt>Jarv$jvtt-im 
■what I my, of mn„ wimjllam 
MUadeTj/biai the 3d. of tks 

rctkMDtiftSi (Becenibsr) L . 

JtoBv-vto? J SamnelAftins. 

The Printer to the Readers. 



into ffisfsn of AxaxKabauvwgii -may peojgtsaijervue 
toyssmJevetaTifpeds, kotivgu pisLBmm&§mm* not 
mkfa fthJ3mmk to ^elf> I Mimes upon far the 
up and ]mfee of mB IrMdmm of xSsfe l-asris. Sans 
IrTEgjBjmdB, fhmebv4irtkis JD'my, iM£ Idepfypji to. 

vm i^pmei, mitsm 'ue&r* vfaseqm ttihs fwceho 
ill's- $lgwes%) Jjemxsof^isiom fees, ha mdaftazding 
ths •&mt)ffmimMtgiif'tfss Tmnre, aM bwg ia$nws/L 
tkemo* J tsmmiild m&Sp&Ubkifais, Aefmigymito 
aciem'&moft eidfyntosea* (<u Ifnd wmaummai) 
fm e^gamaimofa'EetiiBgs enmfimf. AsJfortheeafeof 
Ck&s, SOiwh^^c. fpe^mpw&Hhak mts,BsMs, 
XsiEmf Mcfimy* jaLssmet, ■wssrasxs^ISi, addiim 
tWsifrclmns frfelf, T^misllhmben^kto jsrse.vov.esii 

tsmam VIST Fnsod. 

■Sffltaf W. Bradford. 
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